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Letter to Generation 5 of the .
Babson Family Legacy %% BABSON

FARMS

JT, Mary Elizabeth and Sarah, (Henry will join you all when he is a bit older and has email)

As I'm sure your parents have shared with you, your great-great grandfather Henry Babson, accomplished many things during
his lifetime which included selling phonographs for Thomas Edison in China, working with his brothers to create Babson Bros.
Co. which was one of the first mail-order businesses in the nation, selling and servicing the Surge Milker (the most widely used
dairy cow milker at the time), and had a passion for sailboats and horses (even traveled to Egypt to find the best Arabian
horses and eventually created the breeding group known as the Babson Egyptian Arabians).

Perhaps one of his greatest accomplishments though was looking forward to how his successful business ventures could pro-
vide future generations with opportunities not only for themselves but for giving back to the world around them.

As part of generation 5 of the Babson family legacy, we hope you will enjoy learning more about your family’s exciting history,
about the businesses that make up Babson Farms Inc., about each other and about yourselves. Our goal with these
newsletters is to help you with that and you will receive them four times a year.

Please feel free to ask your parents questions about their memories of the family and their thoughts on topics or stories you
see in these newsletters.

Fun Stuff

Babson Farms Coloring Book

You'll want to keep an eye out for this personalized coloring book in the mail - JT's Birthday February 9th
which includes information and pictures about your family’s history and the
Babson Farms businesses. You will all receive one. JT, we know you are a
little older but we didn’t want you to miss out on the fun. After all they now
make adult coloring books.

. Andronica’s Birthday March 14th




Financial $ense

Most issues of the newsletter will also have an article or activity that talks about
managing money. You are all old enough that you have money of your own. This
money is also called income, and you are probably getting it in these ways:

« Earning perhaps through doing some work around the house, an
occasional lemonade stand or maybe even tasks for others.

« Gifts like birthday cash or the tooth fairy.
« Allowance might be given to you by your parents.

Having your own money is a GREAT thing, but it also means you have to make
choices about how to use it. Do you blow your hard-earned cash on candy or save
it for something that's really important to you?

But how do you decide when to spend and when to save? Can you do a little bit of
both? Yes! That's the secret to managing money, and if you start learning how to
do this now, you'll have these important skills for the rest of your life.

Your parents will be your best resource for questions on these things but the
newsletter will hopefully provide you with some fun and basics.

Money Word Search

Money
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Resource: PBSkids.org and click on “money”

Giving at a Glance

Giving back has always been a
large part of the Babson family
story. Henry and Laura Babson
accumulated and preserved funds
that have afforded the succeeding
generations the great pleasure of
giving back to organizations that
help people, the environment and
the communities they live in.

Gen 2, 3 and 4 have generously
invested time and resources into
a number of organizations and
non-profits across the country.
Although the causes have varied
by each individual, the one thing
that has stayed the same is the
idea of stewarding the resources
responsibly and being generous
with the good fortune the family
has had.

In 2016, the HBB Foundation
gave to 49 different organizations.

Just For Fun

r B - What did the
F ‘ mama cow
say to the
baby cow?

“It’s pasture
bedtime.”
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Soil Productivity
By Eric Shearer- Babson Farms, DeKalb, IL

When | was approached to write for this segment, | asked myself where | should
begin. Discussing agronomy can be an overwhelming prospect. Each aspect of
the field is intricately connected, and thus every seemingly simple subject spirals
into larger and more complex spheres.

Ultimately, | think the best place to start is soil value because it's the first thing
we consider when deciding what separates a quality farm from a less productive
farm. More times than not, a farm’s return is determined by soil productivity with
all other things considered equal. Therefore, | am going to focus on Productivity
Index, which is instrumental in making wise decisions about purchasing land.

Productivity Index is determined by a variety of factors including organic matter,
subsoils, drainage, slope, and location. Most of the time, we won’t have access
to soil test results (from soil sampling) on a farm we are looking to purchase, so
we rely on soil maps to make a good purchasing decision.

The farm we are in the process of purchasing right now has an impressive Pl
(Productivity Index) of 142.5 (the scale ranges from 47 to 147). As you can see
from the soil map below, the lowest productivity is 110, which is a class C soil
(yellow), but this is only true for 2.03 acres. The majority of class A soils (green)
have a productivity of mostly 144, keeping the overall Productivity Index high.

Essentially, PI provides crucial information for purchasing land because it allows
us to consider
many factors at
once with the
ultimate goal of
productivity,
and thus profit,
in mind.
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Agronomy - The science of soil management and crop production
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Questions?

Please call or email

Meredith
(303) 243-3300 (815) 756-2431
Meredith@BabsonFarms.com Eshearer@BabsonFarms.com

Eric

We Need Your Help: Please send
Meredith pictures, artwork, videos,
funny quotes and accomplishments
every few months to be featured &
celebrated here (kids & adults)!

NEW: The Babson
Family Website

We will also be emailing you instructions
on how to log in to your family’s very
own Babson Family Website which has
the following features:

Messages

Photos

Videos

Quotes

Family recipes

Wish lists for birthdays & holidays
Polls

Documents (quarterly farm updates,
education library and more)

Once we send you the instructions it is
as easy as going to Zalongo.com,
logging in and clicking on the Babson
Family Website.




